It is for these reasons that both the government and the champions of
civil liberties should initiate prompt action to restore civil order across
the country where individuals and groups can exercise their liberties
unintimidated and unchallenged.
Any action without understanding and appreciating the root causes
of the present situation will be unrewarding and futile. It should also be
recognised that all the underlying causes cannot be removed or
eliminated overnight. But seriousness of intent on the part of the involved
and the concerned, particularly the government and the leading political
parties, will go a long way in removing the threats to functioning of civil
society and civil liberties.
The political activities involving violence generally will not be
possible without local support and general fear and apathy among the
populace. The extent of local support need not be large in an
environment of intimidation and apathy. Small criminal gangs flourish in
such an atmosphere. The search for the source of support need not go
very far. The base lies in genuine or imagined grievances and injustices
perceived by sections of population which provide the shelter for the
activists. Such grievances and injustices could be of general nature
against the system, or specific to,certain classes of the society or the
government in general, and police and judiciary in particular. Anger as a
prelude to violence and terrorism may be more against the lethargic
receptivity of the public institutions and against the liesurely and
sometimes hostile processes of handling of the grievances and injustices.
Limited police accountability to the community, delayed and protracted
so-called judicial proceeding exacerbate the explosive nature of the
situation, whether it be criminal, civil or political. Along side, relatively
easy access to weapons make violence attractive, tempting, and paying
especially with the increasing politicising of administration and police.
It is not that we have not been aware of these problems, even if
our familiarity was confined to only a few of their dimensions. The politics
if at all moved to correct them, has been moving at a snail's pace, while
with increasing awareness on the part of the population the social
turbulance has been increasing. And not being able to face the
turbulance in a judicious and rational manner, political parties and
governments sought containing the turbulant forces with repressive laws
and politicising administration, police, and justice. These measures
instead of containing, promoted further violence.
Some of the grievances do not have short term solutions. But
sectional, partisan, and biased redressal turns out to be a major source
44